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PROJECT TITLE: The Sea Speaks His Name (Laut Bercerita)
COUNTRY/REGION | GENRE | LANGUAGE | RUNNING TIME:
Indonesia | Drama | Bahasa Indonesia | 120min

DIRECTOR:
Yosep Anggi Noen

PRODUCER:
Gita Fara

Budi Setyarso
Leila S. Chudori

WIP GOALS:
Funds, Co-producers, Sales agents , Pre-sales, Post-production, Festival Screening

FINANCING (USD)

Above-the-Line Production: USS400,000
Below-the-Line Production: US$1,490,000
Post Production: US$115,000

Other: US$95,000

TOTAL BUDGET: US$2,100,000
SECURED BUDGET: US$1,700,000

DIRECTOR’S FILMOGRAPHY

2024 The Redemption of Sin

2023 24 Hours with Gaspar

2019 The Science of Fictions

2016 Solo, Solitude

2012 Peculiar Vacation and Other llInesses

ONE-SENTENCE SYNOPSIS
A young activist’s disappearance leaves behind a family caught between hope, memory, and
an unending search for truth.

SYNOPSIS

In the turbulent final years of Indonesia’s New Order, 1998, a generation of young idealists
risked everything for the dream of freedom. Among them is Biru Laut, a university student
whose passion for justice and belief in democracy draws him into a secret circle of activists
known as the Winatra group. The story follows the disappearance of Biru Laut and the
subsequent search for him and other student activists by his family, particularly his younger
sister Asmara Jati, revealing a dark period of Indonesian history marked by violence and the
struggle for democracy.



DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

The Sea Speaks His Name is adapted from a novel by Leila S. Chudori with the same title. It
will be a film that captures the defiance of young activists under Indonesia’s military regime—
forming a political party despite its outright ban. What begins in small underground cells on
campuses ends in abduction, violence, and the disappearance of activists, many of whom
remain missing to this day. In a world where history is buried beneath misinformation,
propaganda, and digital echo chambers, fiction becomes essential. Fiction that is layered,
dimensional, and ultimately, one that resonates with truth.

DIRECTOR

Yosep Anggi Noen

Yosep Anggi Noen is an Indonesian director, screenwriter, and producer born in Yogyakarta
in 1983. An alumnus of the Asian Film Academy, Busan, his debut feature Peculiar Vacation
and Other llinesses (2012) won the Dragons and Tigers Award at Vancouver International Film
Festival. His films have premiered at major international festivals including Busan and
Locarno, with Solo, Solitude (2016) selected for Concorso Cineasti del Presente at Locarno
Film Festvial. His feature, 24 Hours with Gaspar (2023), premiered in Busan and is now
streaming on Netflix.

PRODUCER

Gita Fara

Gita Fara’s producing credits include The Seen and Unseen (2017; Berlinale Generation Grand
Prix, TOKYO FILMeX), Before, Now and Then (2022; Berlinale Main Competition, Silver Bear;
Best Film, Asia Pacific Screen Awards), and Samsara (2024), which won four Citra Awards. Her
recent production, Pangku (On Your Lap) (2025; HAF2025), won four awards in Busan and
received the Citra Award for Best Picture in 2025. She is also an alumna of Berlinale Talents
Tokyo.

Budi Setyarso
Previously a journalist in Tempo Media Group, Budi now is the Director of Pal8 Pictures. Budi
is also in charge of the business development of Tempo Media Group.

Leila S. Chudori
Award-winning Indonesian author and journalist. Laut Bercerita (2017) and Pulang (2012)
remain among Indonesia’s most celebrated literary works.

PRODUCTION COMPANY

Pal8 Pictures

Pal8 Pictures is a production house under the Tempo Media group with more than 50 years
of experience in the press industry. This production house plans to make films that are
relevant to social issues or with historical narratives. Pal8 Pictures aims to offer something
different to Indonesian cinema audiences. The Sea Speaks His Name is Pal8 Pictures' debut.
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