(BETRELIES PR Please scroll down for Chinese version )

WO07

PROJECT TITLE: Ria
COUNTRY/REGION | GENRE | LANGUAGE | RUNNING TIME:
The Philippines, Norway, The Netherlands, Saudi Arabia | Drama | Tagalog | 100min

DIRECTOR:
Arvin Belarmino

PRODUCER:
Kristine De Leon
Alemberg Ang

WIP GOALS:
Funds, Sales agents, Pre-sales, Post-production, Festival Screening

FINANCING (USD)

Above-the-Line Production: USS146,000
Below-the-Line Production: US$454,000
Post Production: US$59,000

Other: US$35,000

TOTAL BUDGET: US$694,000
SECURED BUDGET: US$536,000

DIRECTOR’S FILMOGRAPHY
First Feature Director

ONE-SENTENCE SYNOPSIS

A week prior to the demolition, a folk-punk woman aids her chronically ill foster mother while
defending their punk commune, the sole surviving home amidst the ruins of a land-grabbed
neighborhood.

SYNOPSIS

Ria, a 25-year-old punk woman, lives with Olga, a 52-year-old punk matriarch, in Tarima, a
commune in an urban poor neighborhood threatened by demolition in five days. As a
corporation cuts utilities and issues threats, Ria works as a hotel housekeeper to support the
commune and Olga’s medical needs. The Punk community mobilises in protest, but police
violence leaves Olga critically injured, facing amputation. Refusing to abandon her home and
buried love, Olga disappears with the commune. Radicalised, Ria leads the punks’ final stand
against violence and displacement.



DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

The punk scene has thrived in the Philippines since the late 1970s, emerging as a radical
response to deep social inequality. It shaped my values. Through this community, | met Pong,
who later fell victim to the country’s failed medical system, a fate familiar to many Filipinos.
His death embodies a life shaped by injustice, one that inevitably pushes people toward
defiance. Now, | have decided to continue what we began. Like the women in our lives, Ria
represents those forced to fight through oppression and injustice. Her story reflects resilience
born from survival, resistance forged through love, loss, and collective struggle.

DIRECTOR

Arvin Belarmino

Arvin Belarmino is a Filipino filmmaker and an alumnus of Talents Tokyo, the Locarno
Filmmakers Academy, Produire au Sud in Nantes, La Fabrique Cinéma, Critics’ Week’s Next
Step Program, and Cannes La Résidence. His two short films, Radikals (2024) and Silig (2024),
both selected for Cannes, were in Critics’ Week Competition and Director’s Fortnight as part
of Directors’ Factory Philippines respectively. In 2025, his short film AGAPITO (2025)
competed in Cannes and was selected for Toronto.

PRODUCER

Kristine De Leon

Kristine De Leon is a Filipino producer whose recent works include Ali (2025) by Adnan Al
Rajeev and AGAPITO (2025) by Arvin Belarmino and Kyla Romero, both in Short Film
Competition at Cannes, with Ali (2025) receiving Special Mention. She also produced Taga
(2024; Sundance) and Radikals (2024; Cannes Critics’ Week). An alumna of Busan Asian Film
School, she has participated in Produire au Sud, SGIFF Asian Producers Network, Zurich Film
Festival Academy, and APostLab.

Alemberg Ang

Alemberg Ang is the founder of Daluyong Studios and an internationally active Filipino
producer whose recent credits include Chie Hayakawa’s Plan 75 (2024) and Renoir (2025),
both of which premiered at Cannes. He has participated in Berlinale Talents, Rotterdam Lab,
Locarno Open Doors, Cannes Cinefondation’s Atelier, Cannes Docs, Asian Project Market, Ties
That Bind, and La Fabrique Cinéma.

PRODUCTION COMPANY

WAF Studios

WAF Studios is a Philippine-based independent film production studio that empowers
emerging Filipino filmmakers. Notable works include Radikals (2024; Cannes Critics’ Week),
Huling Palabas (2023; Berlinale Generation), and All This Wasted Space (2023; Singapore
International Film Festival). It is currently developing Ria, a film supported by Cannes La
Résidence and FDCP International Co-production Fund.

Daluyong Studios

Daluyong Studios is a Manila-based boutique production company that's made waves in film
festivals such as Cannes, Berlin, Sundance, Busan, Torino LGBTQI Film Festival, Tokyo, and
Cinema One Originals; as well as project markets including Hong Kong-Asia Film Financing
Forum, Asian Project Market, Locarno Open Doors, Talent Project Market, and Cannes Docs.
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