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PROJECT TITLE: Jani Be Good
COUNTRY/REGION | GENRE | LANGUAGE | RUNNING TIME:
Indonesia | Drama | Bahasa Indonesia | 90min

DIRECTOR:
Ariani Darmawan

PRODUCER:
Meiske Taurisia

WIP GOALS:
Funds, Co-producers, Sales agents

FINANCING (USD)

Above-the-Line Production: USS77,000
Below-the-Line Production: US$378,000
Post Production: US$95,000

Other: US$197,000

TOTAL BUDGET: US$747,000
SECURED BUDGET: US$494,000

DIRECTOR’S FILMOGRAPHY
First Feature Director

ONE-SENTENCE SYNOPSIS
Three people miss their loved one, who doesn’t want to be found.

SYNOPSIS

Jani overhears a heated fight between her sister, Julia, and their mother, Winnie, the night
before Julia runs away. While Winnie—a single mother and breadwinner—becomes
increasingly intense at home, Jani withdraws into a quiet rage. She finds escape with her
warm grandmother, Oma, who is preparing her own cremation. As Jani receives secret
messages from Julia, the tension escalates until she finally confronts Winnie. Over four days
leading up to Christmas, small, shared moments and arguments change Jani's perception of
her mother, sister, and her own freedom.



DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

Jani Be Good challenges the idea that a mother’s instinct is enough to raise an independent
daughter. It examines the power balance between control and freedom, asking: What truly
preserves the family—parental authority or the child’s growing feelings? Set within a Chinese-
Indonesian family of four women, | intend to explore generational power struggles. The story
follows Jani, who is stuck between her controlling mother and her runaway sister after a quiet
crisis. Using a calm, realistic style, | reveal the subtle, powerful tension beneath a seemingly
stable home, reflecting the struggle for Indonesian women to claim their own voices and
agency.

DIRECTOR

Ariani Darmawan

Ariani Darmawan is a writer-director and video artist from Bandung, Indonesia. Her body of
work, including short films, documentaries, video installations, and theatrical projects, has
been screened in film festivals and art exhibitions across Europe, North America, Australia,
and Asia. Her film Sugiharti Halim (2008) was in competition at the 2009 Clermont-Ferrand
International Short Film Festival. Her other films, The Anniversaries (2006) and Silenced
(2004), screened at Busan International Film Festival and International Film Festival
Rotterdam respectively. After a 10-year hiatus, she returned to filmmaking in 2024 with her
debut in feature film Jani Be Good, which is currently in post-production.

PRODUCER

Meiske Taurisia

Meiske Taurisia began her film career in 2004 and produced titles including Blind Pig Who
Wants to Fly (2008, Rotterdam) and Postcards from the Zoo (2012, in Competition, Berlin).
She also produced short films such as The Fox Exploits the Tiger’s Might (2015, Cannes Critic’s
Week), Following Diana (2015, Toronto), and Love Story Not (2015, Busan). In 2016, she
founded Palari Films and produced Posesif (2017, Singapore), Aruna & Her Palate (2018,
Culinary Cinema, Berlin), Vengeance is Mine, All Others Pay Cash (2021, Golden Leopard,
Locarno), and most recently Sleep No More (2026, Berlinale Special Midnight).

PRODUCTION COMPANY

Palari Films

Palari Films is a film production company established in 2016 in Jakarta, Indonesia by Meiske
Taurisia and Muhammad Zaidy. Palari Films strives to produce films that are unique,
meaningful, and appealing for both Indonesian and International markets. Most recently,
Palari Films produces Sleep No More (2026) directed by Edwin, which world premiered at
Berlinale Special Midnight.
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