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PROJECT TITLE: Farewell My Blue Bird
COUNTRY/REGION | GENRE | LANGUAGE | RUNNING TIME:
Mainland China | Drama | Shandong Dialect | 150min

DIRECTOR:
Zhang Tao

PRODUCER:
Tong Siyu

WIP GOALS:
Funds, Co-producers, Sales agents, Pre-sales, Post-production, Festival Screening

FINANCING (USD)

Above-the-Line Production: USS80,000
Below-the-Line Production: US$396,000
Post Production: US$160,000

Other: US$43,000

TOTAL BUDGET: US$679,000
SECURED BUDGET: US$400,000

DIRECTOR’S FILMOGRAPHY
2015 Last Laugh

ONE-SENTENCE SYNOPSIS
In northern China, a rural couple face diverging paths after an accident erases the husband’s
memory. She works in the city, while he returns to the village with their child.

SYNOPSIS

In a suburban mountain village in northern China, Dayao and Tiantian commute between their
rural home and a county town for work. Tiantian hopes to settle in the city, while Dayao
prefers the rural life. After a construction site accident, Dayao loses his memory and begins
torelearn everything like a newborn baby. Under the care of his mother and wife, he gradually
recovers. After Dayao’s mother passes away, Tiantian brings Dayao to the city. Following the
birth of their child, Tiantian leaves for Shanghai to work, and Dayao returns with the child to
their mountain village.



DIRECTOR'S STATEMENT

Farewell My Blue Bird is the second film in my rural trilogy, focusing on the choices and
separations faced by China’s rural younger generation amid urban expansion. Dayao, Tiantian,
and Dayao’s mother Guihua represent different ways of living: closeness to nature, the
pursuit of urban life, and devotion to family. A construction accident forces Dayao to “start
from zero,” compelling the characters to reconsider their relationships to land, family, and
personal desire. Through the juxtaposition of everyday labour and natural landscapes, the
film invites viewers to reflect on the multiple forms that happiness may take in course of
modern development.

DIRECTOR

Zhang Tao

Zhang Tao is a film director whose work has long focused on ordinary families and silent
individuals within China’s rural-urban structure, particularly on ways of life and emotional
choices overlooked in the process of modernisation. His debut feature, Last Laugh (2015),
centres on an elderly rural woman and examines the erosion of traditional family ethics amid
urbanisation. Farewell My Blue Bird, the second film in his rural trilogy, continues his realist
approach, observing the separation, return, and choices of contemporary rural youth through
labour, nature, and everyday experience.

PRODUCER

Tong Siyu

Tong Siyu is a young film producer who has long been engaged in the development and
production of auteur-driven and realist projects, with a focus on individual destinies and lived
experience amid social transformation. Her early producing work involved rural
documentaries. Farewell My Blue Bird continues her engagement with rural experience and
contemporary realities, supporting the director’s personal expression through a steady
production approach that balances creative depth with practical feasibility.

PRODUCTION COMPANY

Nanjing Sanmulin Film & Culture Media Co., Ltd.

Nanjing Sanmulin Film & Culture Media Co., Ltd. is engaged in film and audiovisual production
and distribution, equipment rental, and vocational skills training. The company has long
supported the development, production, and international distribution of short films by
emerging filmmakers. Emphasising early-stage project development, Sanmulin accompanies
works through a sustained creative process. One of the company’s partners has collaborated
with the director since his student years, beginning with his first short film, and continues to
support his realist approach. Farewell My Blue Bird builds on this long-term partnership.
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