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PROJECT TITLE: Stuck Like Babies (Zholdogu Bala)
COUNTRY/REGION | GENRE | LANGUAGE | RUNNING TIME:
Kyrgyzstan | Drama, Comedy | Kyrgyz, Tajik | 100min

DIRECTOR:
Dastan Zhapar Ryskeldi

PRODUCER:
Veronica Rhyme
Fernanda Renno
Florence Stern

IDP GOALS:
Funds, Co-producers, Sales agents, Pre-sales

FINANCING (USD)

Above-the-Line Production: USS60,000
Below-the-Line Production: US$219,000
Post Production: US$180,000

Other: US$170,000

TOTAL BUDGET: US$629,000
SECURED BUDGET: US$125,000

DIRECTOR’S FILMOGRAPHY
2024 Deal at the Border
2020 The Road to Eden
2016 A Father's Will

ONE-SENTENCE SYNOPSIS

When a baby is found on a disputed road, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan postpone a conflict, never
imagining the unlikely bond the child will spark between the enemies.

SYNOPSIS

When a baby of unclear nationality is found in the middle of a road which separates
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan, locked in a military standoff, the countries decide to share custody,
transferring the child across the border every 24 hours. What begins as an absurd routine
slowly reshapes everyone involved. Baatyr, a hardened Kyrgyz commander, forms an unlikely
bond with Aida, a compassionate Tajik doctor. In the end, he risks everything to open a safe

passage for the baby’s hidden mother.



DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

As a director, | strive to translate social realities into personal, intimate stories. Recent waves
of division, conflict, and xenophobia, also affecting my own country, fill me with sadness, but
also with determination. This film is my response: not by preaching, but by moving and
engaging audiences. | don't have a single reference, instead, | draw inspiration from several
films: Joint Security Area (2000) for its mix of drama and comedy, Tangerine (2015) for its
piercing humanity, A Separation (2011) for its documentary-like camera and natural
storytelling, and even Children of Men (2006) for its high-concept approach.

DIRECTOR

Dastan Zhapar Ryskeldi

Dastan Zhapar Ryskeldi is one of Kyrgyzstan’s leading directors, with three feature films
premiered at A-list festivals and over 50 awards to his name. As a member of the Asia Pacific
Screen Academy (APSA), he is affiliated with the Union of Filmmakers of the Kyrgyz Republic
and the Confederation of Unions of Filmmakers of the CIS and Baltic Countries, he continues
to shape the cinematic landscape with his impactful storytelling and directorial finesse.

PRODUCER

Veronica Rhyme

Veronica Rhyme has collaborated with leading Kyrgyz filmmakers, including Dalmira
Tilepbergen on Under Heaven (2013) and Dastan Zhapar Ryskeldi on his acclaimed Deal at the
Border (2024).

Fernanda Renno
Fernanda Renno is a producer and the founder of Fidalgo Film Production, one of Norway's
oldest arthouse distributors.

Florence Stern

Florence Stern is a film producer and the founder of Pili Films in 2008, and has since produced
several titles, three of which were selected for the official Cannes competition, including A
Screaming Man (2010), winner of the Jury Prize.

PRODUCTION COMPANY

Kyrgyzfilm

Kyrgyzfilm, the National Film Studio of Kyrgyzstan, was established in 1941, Bishkek. As the
oldest and largest film studio in Kyrgyzstan, Kyrgyzfilm has played a central role in the
development of the country's cinema, producing over 900 works.
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