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PROJECT TITLE: Somewhere in the South
COUNTRY/REGION | GENRE | LANGUAGE | RUNNING TIME:
Malaysia | Drama, Suspense | Mandarin, Malaysian Cantonese, English, Malay | 110min

DIRECTOR:
Tan Ce Ding

PRODUCER:
Anthony Chen
Edward Lim
Yap Khai Soon

IDP GOALS:
Funds

FINANCING (USD)

Above-the-Line Production: USS85,000
Below-the-Line Production: US$372,000
Post Production: US$90,000

Other: US$161,000

TOTAL BUDGET: US$708,000
SECURED BUDGET: USS0

DIRECTOR’S FILMOGRAPHY
First Feature Director

ONE-SENTENCE SYNOPSIS
In a forgotten Malaysian town shaken by a sudden by-election, an aimless young man gets
roped into wearing a political party’s mascot suit only to discover he's losing himself.

SYNOPSIS

In a forgotten southern town in Malaysia, Boon helps his mother run their struggling temple.
Life feels stagnant until a sudden by-election brings back JC, his charismatic childhood friend
who left for the city and is now running a political campaign. After being hired as a driver,
Boon reluctantly agrees to be the party's tiger mascot at events. As the campaign intensifies,
Boon finds himself slowly drawn into the spotlight and torn between his family obligations
and his newfound purpose. One night, the mascot suit gets stolen—and with it, the identity
he was just starting to build.



DIRECTOR'S STATEMENT

In Malaysia, when a politician dies in office, it triggers a by-election. In small towns, this
becomes an absurd spectacle—forgotten places suddenly thrust into the national spotlight,
swarmed by media, politicians, and money. This phenomenon fascinates me—these towns
are finally “seen” but at what cost? As a young filmmaker, it feels necessary to explore the
restless generation trapped in these forgotten places. My protagonist Boon gets swept up in
the sudden spotlight and believes, for the first time, he can change his fate. But it’s an illusion
that costs him more than he realises.

DIRECTOR

Tan Ce Ding

Tan Ce Ding is a Malaysian writer-director and an alumnus of the Asian Film Academy. His sci-
fi short film The Masseuse (2017) premiered at Short Shorts Film Festival & Asia and was later
acquired by Miramax for feature development. In 2022, Tan wrote and directed the short film
Please Hold the Line (2022), which premiered at the 79th Venice Film Festival and was
subsequently selected in Clermont-Ferrand, Palm Springs, Stockholm and Golden Horse. He
is currently developing his debut feature film Somewhere in the South (2025), supported by
HAF Film Lab and Talents Tokyo 2025.

PRODUCER

Anthony Chen

Anthony Chen is an award-winning Singaporean director, screenwriter and producer. His
debut feature /lo Ilo (2013) won Caméra d’Or at Cannes and multiple Golden Horse Awards,
establishing him as a key voice in contemporary Asian cinema. His subsequent directing works
include The Breaking Ice (2023), Drift (2023), and Wet Season (2019). His latest, We Are All
Strangers (2026), has been selected for Competition at the 2026 Berlinale.

Edward Lim

Edward Lim is a Malaysia-based producer. He produced Tan Ce Ding’s short film Please Hold
the Line (2022), which premiered at the 79th Venice Film Festival, and later collaborated with
Chen as line producer on Ajoomma (2022).

Yap Khai Soon
Yap Khai Soon is a producer and also produced Please Hold the Line (2022).

PRODUCTION COMPANY

Giraffe Pictures

Giraffe Pictures is a Singapore-based film company founded by Anthony Chen and Huang
Wenhong. It supports emerging Asian filmmakers and produces regional stories with global
appeal. The company’s films have premiered at major festivals including Cannes, Sundance,
Toronto and Rotterdam. Its work includes Happyend (2024), Crocodile Tears (2024), Drift
(2023), Ajoomma (2022), and Pop Aye (2017). Two latest projects include Edwin’s Sleep No
More (2025) and the final chapter of Chen’s growing up trilogy We Are All Strangers (2025),
which have both been selected for the 2026 Berlinale.
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