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PROJECT TITLE: My Phantom
COUNTRY/REGION | GENRE | LANGUAGE | RUNNING TIME:
Mainland China | Drama, Romance | Putonghua | 110min

DIRECTOR:
Story Chen Jianying

PRODUCER:
Li Xiaoyuan

IDP GOALS:
Funds, Co-producers, Sales agents

FINANCING (USD)

Above-the-Line Production: US$S100,000
Below-the-Line Production: US$289,000
Post Production: US$77,000

Other: US$34,000

TOTAL BUDGET: US$500,000
SECURED BUDGET: USS0

DIRECTOR’S FILMOGRAPHY
Glaceterre (in post-production)

ONE-SENTENCE SYNOPSIS

On her wedding day, writer An Xiran lost her beloved. Three years later, in Kyoto, she meets
He Ping, who resembles him profoundly. Through one dreamlike day, they confront love, loss,
and choices between staying and moving on.

SYNOPSIS

After her fiancé was killed in a random act of violence on their wedding day in Kyoto, writer
An Xiran becomes a "ghost," recording strangers with a voice recorder to escape her guilt and
stalled life. Three years later, she meets He Ping, a digital nomad who resembles her lost love.
Through a day spent wandering shrines and riversides, where past and present overlap, he
guides her to confront her grief and unfinished love.



DIRECTOR'S STATEMENT

This film explores time and memory through poetic imagery, questioning how the living
continues on when love is “perfectly” sealed by death. Through the ghostly perspective, a
Kyoto crossing reality and illusion is constructed. An Xiran's observational tracking becomes
a ritual of trauma avoidance, while He Ping embodies time’s gentle compensation.
Interweaving sound, fragmented sources of light and shadow, the film creates “temporal
glitches,” allowing the audience to move between memory and reality. Love is neither
calculative nor does it promise eternity. It is but a primal instinct that enables us to rediscover
the world and ourselves, giving us the courage to go on. Those we love never truly leave; they
have changed the way we look at the world for good.

DIRECTOR

Story Chen Jianying

A NYU Tisch School alumna, Chen crafts narratives bridging Eastern and Western contexts.
Her works explore the nuanced struggles of human emotions. Her award-winning short The
Water Murmurs (2022) claimed the Short Film Palme d’Or at the 75th Cannes Film Festival.
Her debut feature Glaceterre, currently in post-production, was selected for the 5th HAF Film
Lab and received the Alibaba Pictures Special Attention Award at the 25th SIFF Project.

PRODUCER

Li Xiaoyuan

Li Xiaoyuan is a Chinese producer. His portfolio includes The Water Murmurs (2022), which
was awarded the Short Film Palme d’Or at Cannes. He co-produced Love is a Gun (2023),
winner of Lion of the Future Award at the 80th Venice Film Festival, and The Botanist (2025),
winner of the Grand Prix Of the International Jury For the Best Film at the 75th Berlin Film
Festival.

PRODUCTION COMPANY

Beijing Yingxi Culture Media Co., Ltd.

Beijing Yingxi Culture Media Co., Ltd. has produced multiple works by director Story Chen
Jianying, including The Water Murmurs (2022), Hi, Farewell (2024), and Glaceterre (in post-
production).
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