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PROJECT TITLE: Life is Yours
COUNTRY/REGION | GENRE | LANGUAGE | RUNNING TIME:
Japan | Drama | Japanese, Cantonese, English | 120min

DIRECTOR:
Emma Kawawada

PRODUCER:
Takahashi Naoya
Eiko Mizuno-Gray

IDP GOALS:
Funds, Co-producers, Sales agents

FINANCING (USD)

Above-the-Line Production: USS$254,000
Below-the-Line Production: US$590,000
Post Production: US$230,000

Other: US$226,000

TOTAL BUDGET: US$1,300,000
SECURED BUDGET: US$390,000

DIRECTOR’S FILMOGRAPHY
2022 My Small Land

ONE-SENTENCE SYNOPSIS

An elderly widow infiltrates a luxury ski resort hotel as a cleaner to take revenge on the foreign
developers who caused her husband’s death. But her growing bond with their daughter puts
her plan at risk.

SYNOPSIS

Kimie, a 71-year-old cleaner, infiltrates a luxury resort owned by foreign capital that seized
her land and caused her husband’s death. Seeking revenge, she approaches the young CEO,
Lily, but an unexpected maternal bond develops between them. When Lily’s authoritarian
father, Leon, orders illegal deforestation, Kimie’s suppressed anger resurfaces. During a
dangerous backcountry expedition, Kimie’s true identity is revealed. Amid the chaos, Leon
dies, and Kimie and Lily’s paths irreversibly diverge. Though revenge is achieved, Kimie feels
only emptiness. Lily moves on, while Kimie remains, pausing to take in the view of the life she
once sought to destroy.



DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

Who owns people, nature, and land? Life is Yours explores human desire to possess, set in a
Japanese ski resort—a paradise built for foreigners, where local Japanese are the minority.
Amid rising global populism, | question where | belong as someone with British and Japanese
roots. After My Small Land (2022), | wanted to reverse perspective and see the world through
Japanese eyes observing foreigners. This film examines the desire to own property, family,
and identity—the contradictions between hatred and affection. Peace comes through letting
go, yet the hierarchy between haves and have-nots persists.

DIRECTOR

Emma Kawawada

Bornin 1991, Japan, Emma debuted with the short film Circle (2012) as a student. Since 2014,
she has worked with BUN-BUKU, the production company founded by Kore-eda Hirokazu. In
2018, she received the ARTE International Prize at the Asian Project Market in Busan. Her
feature debut My Small Land (2022) was selected for the 72nd Berlinale, Generation section,
and received a Special Commendation from the Amnesty International Film Awards. In 2024,
she was selected for Japan’s Film Frontier program, and in 2025, named by Variety as one of
“Japan’s Emerging Directors” at Cannes.

PRODUCER

Takahashi Naoya

Takahashi Naoya is a producer at Toei Company, Ltd. His credits include Hot Gimmick (2019),
Anime Supremacy! (2022), and Bait (2024), which won the TAICCA Award at the NAFF Project
Market. His latest film, Dear Stranger (2025), was selected for the Busan International Film
Festival.

Eiko Mizuno-Gray

Eiko Mizuno-Gray is CEO and producer at Loaded Films, Tokyo. Her credits include To the Ends
of the Earth (2019) and Plan 75 (2022; Cannes Caméra d'Or Special Mention, Japan’s Oscar
entry 2023). Her latest, Renoir (2025), screened in Cannes Official Competition.

PRODUCTION COMPANY

Toei

Founded in 1951, Toei remains a cornerstone of Japanese cinema, known for Battle Royale
(2000) and the Palme d’Or-winning The Ballad of Narayama (1983). Recently, the studio
shifted to international co-productions, including Wayne Wang’s While the Women are
Sleeping (2016) and Tetsuya Mariko’s newest Japan—Taiwan—-US collaboration feature, Dear
Stranger (2025).

Loaded Films

Founded in Tokyo in 2011, Loaded Films produces feature co-productions. Credits include
Kiyoshi Kurosawa’s To the Ends of the Earth (2019) and Hayakawa Chie’s Plan 75 (2022), a
Cannes Caméra d’Or Special Mention winner and Japan’s Oscar entry. Their latest film, Renoir,
screened in competition at Cannes 2025.
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