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PROJECT TITLE: Heading South
COUNTRY/REGION | GENRE | LANGUAGE | RUNNING TIME:
Mainland China | Drama, Coming-of-Age | Putonghua, Mongolian |120min

DIRECTOR:
Yuan Yuan

PRODUCER:
Wang ling

IDP GOALS:
Funds, Co-producers, Sales agents, Pre-sales

FINANCING (USD)

Above-the-Line Production: USS54,000
Below-the-Line Production: US$510,000
Post Production: US$119,000

Other: US$37,000

TOTAL BUDGET: US$720,000
SECURED BUDGET: USS$SO

DIRECTOR’S FILMOGRAPHY
First Feature Director

ONE-SENTENCE SYNOPSIS
A fierce Mongolian teenager joins her school's K-pop dance group to pursue her dream of
becoming a dancer.

SYNOPSIS

13-year-old Chasuna, a devoted K-Pop fan, moves from the rural Inner Mongolian steppe to
the city for middle school. Befriending the popular girls and joining her school's dance team,
her dream of performing in the big city's New Year show is closer than ever. While escaping
her fractured family—an alcoholic father, a grieving mother, and a disabled brother—she
finds herself torn between her Mongolian roots and the allure of modern city life. As the New
Year approaches, Chasuna must confront a deeper question: who does she truly want to
become?

DIRECTOR'S STATEMENT

Before film school, | spent several years working in Inner Mongolia. There, | witnessed how
modernisation was reshaping nomadic communities — disrupting traditions and pulling
families apart. In 2020, | directed a short film about a Mongolian girl visiting her estranged
father in the city. In my lead actress Chasuna, | saw the tension between tradition and
modernity, between who girls are expected to be and who they're becoming. These
experiences became the emotional foundation for my feature film Heading South.



DIRECTOR

Yuan Yuan

Yuan Yuan is a Chinese writer and director, graduated with an MFA in Film Production from
New York University. Her short film Heading South (2020) won Best Student Short Film at the
Directors Guild of America and Palm Springs International ShortFest; and received Jury Prize
at the Hong Kong International Film Festival. Her feature project Late Spring (in development)
was selected for the Sundance Screenwriters and Directors Labs. It won Best Young Director
Project at the Shanghai International Film Festival.

PRODUCER

Wang Jing

Wang Jing is a Beijing-based film producer. Her credits include Wen Shipei's Land Of Broken
Hearts (2024; Busan) and Are You Lonesome Tonight? (2021; Cannes, San Sebastian, Toronto,
Busan); Han Shuai's Green Night (2023; Berlinale, Busan, Tokyo); Johnny Ma's To Live To Sing
(2019; Cannes) and Old Stone (2016; Berlinale); and Hsieh Pei-Ju's Heavy Craving (2019;
Busan). She received her MFA in Creative Producing from Columbia University.

PRODUCTION COMPANY
To be confirmed
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