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PROJECT TITLE: The Funeral March
COUNTRY/REGION | GENRE | LANGUAGE | RUNNING TIME:
Japan, Mainland China | Comedy, Drama | Japanese | 90min

DIRECTOR:
Fujita Naoya

PRODUCER:
Shiina Yasushi
Aiken Zou
Zou Lin

Fujita Kanako

IDP GOALS:
Funds, Sales agents, Pre-sales

FINANCING (USD)

Above-the-Line Production: USS111,000
Below-the-Line Production: US$253,000
Post Production: US$74,000

Other: US$226,000

TOTAL BUDGET: US$664,000
SECURED BUDGET: US$131,000

DIRECTOR’S FILMOGRAPHY
2023 Confetti

ONE-SENTENCE SYNOPSIS

A recluse woman in snowy Hokkaido steals her mother’s body to fulfill a buried promise,
leading to an absurd, emotional road trip as her estranged family chases her across the frozen
countryside.

SYNOPSIS

Mirai, a middle-aged recluse in snowy Hokkaido, has never lived independently, relying
entirely on her mother’s care. When her mother dies in an accident caused by falling snow,
Mirai is left helpless and isolated. Her younger sister, now an actress in Tokyo, manages the
funeral from afar, deepening Mirai’s sense of inadequacy. Remembering her mother’s strange
final wish—to be buried instead of cremated—Mlirai makes a desperate, life-changing choice.
She steals the body before the funeral, places it in her car, and sets off into the unknown,
determined to fulfill her mother’s last wish and rediscover her own will to live.



DIRECTOR'S STATEMENT

All my films have explored the theme of “family.” With The Funeral March, | continue to do
this by examining family through the universal and inevitable experience of funerals. The act
of burial—now rare in Japan—reflects how our relationship with death, and with family itself,
has evolved in pursuit of efficiency and detachment. Yet within this somber theme, | seek
humour and warmth, revealing tenderness amid loss. Set and filmed in my home region of
Hokkaido, this story invites audiences to reflect on what a “funeral” truly means today—and
how, in saying goodbye, we may rediscover connection and a tranquil sense of hope.

DIRECTOR

Fujita Naoya

Born in Hokkaido, Fujita Naoya is a filmmaker whose work explores memory, identity, and
isolation with poetic humour. His short film Stay (2019) won the Grand Prize at the 2020 SKIP
City International D-Cinema Festival. He later directed Long-term Coffee Break (2021) through
the ndjc programme and after having received training in New York. His debut feature
Confetti (2023) opened SKIP City, won the Silver Mulberry Award in Udine, screened in France
and Taiwan, and had a domestic theatrical release. In 2025, he directed the primetime drama
Chihayafuru -Meguri- on Nippon TV.

PRODUCER

Shiina Yasushi

Former president of Asmik Ace and Kadokawa Pictures, Shiina Yasushi has led TIFFCOM since
2013 and served as Vice President of UNIJAPAN.

Aiken Zou

Founder of AHAVERSE. Produced the award-winning global hit animation Scissor Seven (2018)
and Iwai Shuniji’s Last Letter (2020).

Zou Lin

From AHAVERSE, Zou Lin has led cross-border projects including Last Letter (2020) and
Guardians of Night (2016).

Fujita Kanako

Founder of Felis Pictures Ltd. and an alumna of the 2024 ACFM Producer Hub and 2025
Rotterdam Lab. Credits include Push-Button Syndrome (in-development; NAFF Asian
Discovery Award) and Dead Fishes (2022).



PRODUCTION COMPANY

Y’S LTD.

Founded in 2024, Y’S LTD. is a Japanese production company focused on film development,
production, and marketing, led by Mr. Shiina Yasushi.

AHAVERSE

AHAVERSE, a global leader in content creation, distribution, and IP management, develops
diverse international projects spanning animation and live action. Notable works include the
animated film The Drifting Room (2027), live-action titles Life Hotel (2024) and Last Letter
(2020), as well as animated series The Legend of Dragon Brothers (2026) and Lele Store
(2026). Last Letter (2020), co-produced by leading Chinese and Japanese teams, marks
director lwai Shunji’s first feature shot in China.
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