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PROJECT TITLE: Fishers of Men
COUNTRY/REGION | GENRE | LANGUAGE | RUNNING TIME:
India | Drama, Fantasy | Malayalam | 100min

DIRECTOR:
Sanju Surendran

PRODUCER:
Pramod Sankar
Rajeev Ravi
Kiran Kesav

IDP GOALS:
Funds, Co-producers

FINANCING (USD)

Above-the-Line Production: US$S149,000
Below-the-Line Production: US$339,000
Post Production: US$165,000

Other: US$65,000

TOTAL BUDGET: US$718,000
SECURED BUDGET: US$237,000

DIRECTOR’S FILMOGRAPHY
2025 If on a Winter's Night
2018 Aedan: Garden of Desire
2014 Kapila (documentary)

ONE-SENTENCE SYNOPSIS

A strict vegetarian bank manager undergoes a mysterious, spiraling obsession with fish that
leads to his social ruin, eventual death, and final, surreal transformation.

SYNOPSIS

Sreekumar, a vegetarian bank officer in Kerala, leads a contented, orthodox life until a bizarre
incident at a party forces him to consume alcohol and fish. This triggers an uncontrollable,
consuming obsession with fish, which dramatically transforms his identity, career, and
personal life. As his obsession escalates, he sacrifices his professional stability, alienates his
family, and descends into a wild, animalistic existence. He eventually abandons his old life,
living by the coast as an eccentric, fish-fixated mendicant. The story ends with his death,
where fish bones are found in his pyre, suggesting a total, mystical transformation into the

very obsession that consumed him.



DIRECTOR'S STATEMENT

The film is a surreal parable of transgression set against Kerala's coast, where fish embodies
memory, ritual, and identity. It traces Sreekumar, a disciplined upper-caste vegetarian banker,
whose accidental taste spirals into spiritual obsession, fracturing his family and community.
Amid caste hypocrisies equating purity with vegetarianism, the film resists cultural
homogenisation, celebrating fisherfolk's diverse traditions through magical realism.
Stylistically, it shifts from observational restraint to heightened surrealism: underwater
visions, mythic crucifixions, and sonic polyphonies blending fisher songs and hymns. Fish
becomes forbidden sensuality and transcendence, interrogating purity's impossibilities in a
stratified society—culminating in Sreekumar's redemptive dissolution into the sea's
elemental chaos.

DIRECTOR

Sanju Surendran

Sanju Surendran is a National Award-winning Indian filmmaker and alumnus of the Film and
Television Institute of India (FTII), Pune, where he studied under the legendary Mani Kaul. His
oeuvre blends magical realism, visual poetry, and explores human nature. His films Kapila
(2014) won Best Documentary at the National Film Awards and Special Mention at Visions du
Reel, Switzerland; Aedan: Garden of Desire (2018) earned FIPRESCI Prize at International Film
Festival of Kerala and has premiered globally. His latest Malayalam feature, If on a Winter's
Night (2025), clinched the Hylife Vision Award at Busan International Film Festival.

PRODUCER

Pramod Sankar

Pramod Sankar is a Kerala-based producer with an economics background and seafood export
expertise. He was CEO of Collective Phase One Studios, Kochi. Now he leads Cloud Door Films,
blending analytical skills with creative vision for innovative Malayalam narratives. He is the
co-producer of If on a Winter’s Night (2025); executive producer of Kuttavum Shikshayum
(2022); and line producer of Thuramukham (2023) and Appan (2022).

Rajeev Ravi
Rajeev Ravi is an acclaimed cinematographer-director, FTIl alumnus, National Award winner
for Liar's Dice (2013).

Kiran Kesav
Kiran Kesav is a producer-director, 14-year veteran known for Ntikkakkakkoru Premondarnn
(2023).

PRODUCTION COMPANY

Cloud Door Films

Cloud Door Films, Kochi's premier production house, champions innovative storytelling
through high-quality films, web series, and documentaries. Founded by producer Pramod
Sankar, it blends magical realism and cultural depth in Malayalam cinema. Strengths include
state-of-the-art facilities, a talented network, and Kerala location expertise. Current projects
include If on a Winter's Night (2025; Busan) and Fishers of Men (in pre-production).
Committed to boundary-pushing narratives, it fosters global collaborations for resonant,
visually poetic works.
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