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PROJECT TITLE: The Blue Breaks
COUNTRY/REGION | GENRE | LANGUAGE | RUNNING TIME:
Japan | Drama | Japanese | 120min

DIRECTOR:
Uchiyama Takuya

PRODUCER:
Satoh Naomi

IDP GOALS:
Funds, Co-producers, Sales agents

FINANCING (USD)

Above-the-Line Production: US$S260,000
Below-the-Line Production: US$1,461,000
Post Production: US$148,000

Other: US$144,000

TOTAL BUDGET: US$2,013,000
SECURED BUDGET: USS0

DIRECTOR’S FILMOGRAPHY
2025 Numb

2024 The Young Strangers
2020 Sasaki in My Mind
2016 Vanitas

ONE-SENTENCE SYNOPSIS

Born through sperm donation, a man adrift encounters a dying woman, a mother who lost
custody, and a Korean-heritage boxer, awakening to a life and a fluid sense of identity that

drift beyond the boundaries of labels.

SYNOPSIS

On Japan’s western edge lives Shukichi, an aspiring novelist born through sperm donation,
who is unable to feel truly connected to life. When he learns that his girlfriend once gave up
custody of her son, his unease deepens. An encounter with a Korean-Japanese boxer and the
night they share blurs the boundaries of his identity. Then he meets Toko, a terminally ill
woman who faces death with ease and grace, quietly reshaping his world. Their journey to
Korea reveals the fragile beauty of passing moments. Later in Paris, Shukichi opens himself to

a way of living untethered from the past.



DIRECTOR'S STATEMENT

The protagonist struggles with the part of himself that never became fully masculine. His
journey reflects a psyche that pervades Japan—“everyone is the same,” though diversity has
always existed, simply unseen. This film follows people who don’t fit into boxes: a man born
through sperm donation, a Korean-Japanese boxer, a terminally ill woman, and a mother
without custody. They’re not exceptional. They are simply human, like all of us. Cinema offers
a way to encounter lives we may never know. | want to portray love, fragile yet universal
emotions, with a romantic tone, guiding us gently back to facing one another.

DIRECTOR

Uchiyama Takuya

Born in Niigata in 1992, Uchiyama studied at Bunka Fashion College and began his career as
a stylist before turning to filmmaking. At 23, he directed his first feature, Vanitas (2016),
which won the Pia Film Festival Audience Award and screened at the 41st Hong Kong
International Film Festival. His theatrical debut, Sasaki in My Mind (2020), premiered at the
Tokyo International Film Festival and earned multiple newcomer awards. In 2024, The Young
Strangers, an international co-production between Japan, France, South Korea, and Hong
Kong, was released. His latest film, Numb (2025), was selected for Panorama at the Berlinale
and premiered at TOKYO FILMeX, where it won the Special Jury Award.

PRODUCER

Satoh Naomi

Satoh Naomi is a Japan-based independent producer. With a background in film acquisitions
and original production at both a distributor and a global streaming platform, she now works
with Differentia, a production collective led by Uchiyama Takuya and Honma Ryoichiro. Satoh
has participated in VIPO Film Lab, Rotterdam Lab, Focus Asia, ACFM’s Producer Hub, Ties That
Bind, and Talents Tokyo. Her most recent feature, Numb (2025), won the Special Jury Award
at TOKYO FILMeX and premiered internationally at the Berlinale.

PRODUCTION COMPANY

Differentia

Differentia is a Japan-based film production company founded by filmmaker Uchiyama
Takuya and producer Honma Ryoichiro, whose experience spans both cinema and advertising.
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