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PROJECT TITLE: Strange Root (Keinginan)

COUNTRY/REGION | GENRE | LANGUAGE | RUNNING TIME:

Singapore, Indonesia, Germany, The Netherlands | Horror, Fantasy | Malay, Mandarin |
100min

DIRECTOR:
Lam Li Shuen

PRODUCER:
Tan Bee Thiam
Looi Wan Ping
Mark Chua

IDP GOALS:
Funds, Co-producers, Sales agents, Pre-sales

FINANCING (USD)

Above-the-Line Production: US$129,000
Below-the-Line Production: US$704,000
Post Production: US$127,000

Other: US$48,000

TOTAL BUDGET: US$1,008,000
SECURED BUDGET: US$214,000

DIRECTOR’S FILMOGRAPHY
2019 Revolution Launderette (co-directed by Mark Chua)

ONE-SENTENCE SYNOPSIS

In 11th-century Singapore, a yam-born demigod, worshipped and fed on by the islanders, is
cast aside when a shipwrecked beast arouses a great obsession across the island, plunging
him into a nightmarish descent into madness and jealousy.

SYNOPSIS

11th-century Singapore: Akshat, a demigod born from a yam, is ritually fed on by villagers of
the island, since all animals died at his birth. Chaos erupts when a mysterious beast is
shipwrecked during a storm. The villagers, obsessed with tasting its meat, abandon Akshat
and vow to never feed on him again. Facing this loss of place, Akshat is only left with the
cunning outcast Bidu, who feeds on him while secretly manipulating the chaos. Descending
into madness and jealousy, Akshat is driven toward a violent and erotic confrontation that
dissolves the boundaries between god and beast.



DIRECTOR'S STATEMENT

Strange Root is a mythological body horror film about power and desire. The film confronts
the ugly cycles of violence, jealousy and paranoia that repeat in Southeast Asia's histories,
like wounds that scab over, only to split open again. For me, it is an urgent reflection of our
reality everywhere in the world today, its political and social horrors. With this atmospheric
body horror, | wanted to see the horror as not something external, but something that comes
from within, taking root in us.

DIRECTOR

Lam Li Shuen

Lam Li Shuen is an award-winning Singaporean filmmaker whose work explores anxiety,
alienation and desire through body horror and speculative fiction. Her films, made with
frequent collaborator Mark Chua, have screened at festivals including Rotterdam, New
Directors/New Films, Uppsala, BFI London and Tampere, and have been distributed
internationally on platforms like ARTE. They won Best Director in Southeast Asian Short Film
Competition at the Singapore International Film Festival for A Man Trembles (2021). With
Chua, she presented Born of the Yam (2026) at the Berlinale Forum Expanded. Her feature-
in-development, Strange Root, was selected for Rotterdam CineMart 2025, Locarno
Residency 2025, and Berlinale Talents Script Station 2024.

PRODUCER

Tan Bee Thiam

Tan Bee Thiam is the founding member of Singapore-based film collective 13 Little Pictures.
Tan has produced over ten features premiering at Venice and the Berlinale, with films
distributed globally by Netflix, Disney+ and MUBI, including Demons (2018) and the genre hit
Revenge of the Pontianak (2019). Together with Looi Wan Ping, they have worked with
international co-producers Meiske Taurisia, Roshanak Behesht Nedjad, and Anouk Sluizer.

Looi Wan Ping

Also a founding member of 13 Little Pictures, Looi is an alumnus of Berlinale Talents and
Busan Asian Film Academy. Looi has produced Before the Sea Forgets (2025, Cannes Directors’
Fortnight) and Baby Queen (2022).

Mark Chua

Mark Chua’s works include A Man Trembles (2021) and Born of the Yam (2026), which he co-
directed with Lam Li Shuen. The two films have been selected for Singapore International Film
Festival and the Berlinale Forum Expanded.



PRODUCTION COMPANY

13 Little Pictures

Based in Singapore, 13 Little Pictures is a film collective creating films with unique directorial
visions. To date, it has produced over 20 features and short films that have premiered at
major international festivals including Berlin, Venice, and Locarno. In 2021, global curated
streamer MUBI spotlighted the collective as “an important voice in the increasingly vibrant
world of Southeast Asian cinema.” Its partners include Lei Yuan Bin, Daniel Hui, and Yeo Siew
Hua, filmmakers recognised internationally for bold and culturally grounded works. The
collective provides a long-term creative platform supporting auteurs across development,
production and international distribution.
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