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PROJECT TITLE: Searchers: Blood in the Grass
COUNTRY/REGION | GENRE | LANGUAGE | RUNNING TIME:
Mongolia, South Korea | Action, Drama | Mongolian, Korean | 120min

DIRECTOR:
Park Kiyong

PRODUCER:
Park Kiyong
Nomuunzul Turmunkh

IDP GOALS:
Funds, Co-producers, Sales agents, Pre-sales

FINANCING (USD)

Above-the-Line Production: US$S190,000
Below-the-Line Production: US$425,000
Post Production: US$130,000

Other: US$55,000

TOTAL BUDGET: US$800,000
SECURED BUDGET: US$200,000

DIRECTOR’S SELECTED FILMOGRAPHY
2021 Gangwondo

2018 Tears of Mokpo

2017 Old Love

2001 camel(s)

1997 Motel Cactus

ONE-SENTENCE SYNOPSIS

Haunted by trauma, a Korean apple farmer must forge an uneasy alliance with his reluctant
Mongolian father-in-law to rescue his pregnant wife from a murderous political dynasty running
a fentanyl empire across the border in northern Mongolia.



SYNOPSIS

When Cheolsu's pregnant wife Altan witnesses a journalist's murder and is kidnapped while
visiting her nomadic family in Mongolia, the former military police investigator races to rescue
her. Forced to partner with Batu—his disapproving father-in-law and washed-up traditional
wrestler—Cheolsu must confront haunting PTSD while bridging profound cultural divides and
mutual distrust. Together, they uncover a sprawling conspiracy linking environmental
devastation to international fentanyl trafficking, controlled by the region's most powerful
political dynasty. As they battle ruthless enforcers to save Altan, these men from opposite worlds
forge a chosen kinship through shared combat—proving that family transcends bloodline and
borders, forged through loyalty, sacrifice, and shared purpose.

DIRECTOR'S STATEMENT

Searchers: Blood in the Grass reimagines the Western on Mongolia's vast steppes—a frontier
where globalisation shatters traditional kinship. Mass migration and climate displacement force
humanity to redefine family itself. Cheolsu and Altan's cross-border marriage embodies this new
paradigm—family forged through choice, not bloodline alone. Mongolia faces twin invasions:
corporate greed poisoning ancestral lands, criminal syndicates exploiting the vulnerable. This is
today's Wild West—corrupt political dynasties as cattle barons, trafficking routes as railroads,
climate refugees searching for home. Two men from opposite worlds must transcend culture and
distrust to forge a chosen kinship—the only family that survives when borders, traditions, and
homelands crumble.

DIRECTOR & PRODUCER

Park Kiyong

Park Kiyong is an experienced Korean writer-director, educator, and policymaker whose
breakthrough films camel(s) (2001) and Motel Cactus (1997) have received international
recognition. His fiction work includes | Hear Your Heart Beat (2020), Tears of Mokpo (2018), Old
Love (2017), Picture of Hell (2016), and Gangwondo (2021), alongside non-fiction films such as
Noli Timere (2019), the official documentary of the PyeongChang 2018 Winter Paralympic Games,
Yanji (2015), Fifties (2014), Garibong (2013), and Moving (2011). Over the years, he has taken up
leadership positions at KAFA, the Asian Film Academy, Cinema Digital Seoul, KOFIC, and Dankook
University's Graduate School of Cinematic Content.

PRODUCER

Nomuunzul Turmunkh

Nomuunzul Turmunkh is a Mongolian film producer, screenwriter, and first assistant director. A
former board member of the Mongolian National Film Council and member of NETPAC. Her
credits include The Salesgirl (2023), winner of Grand Prix at Vesoul International Film Festival;
Life (2020), winner of Best Film at Ulaanbaatar International Film Festival; and White Blessing
(2016). Her latest film, Silent City Driver (2024), which she co-wrote, co-produced, and served as
first assistant director for, won the Grand Prix at Tallinn Black Nights Film Festival and became
Mongolia’s official submission for the 2025 Academy Awards. She has served on juries for film
festivals including Venice and Tallinn.



PRODUCTION COMPANY

Hulegu Pictures LLC

Hulegu Pictures LLC, a subsidiary of Mongol Mass Media Group, is one of Mongolia's leading film
and television production companies. Founded in 2016, the company has built a strong
reputation for producing high-quality feature films and series that resonate with audiences.
Known for its creativity, professionalism, and storytelling excellence, Hulegu Pictures
collaborates with top local and international partners, including South Korean studios, to bring
bold and culturally rich stories to global screens. With a passionate team of writers, directors,
and producers, the company continues to shape Mongolia’s dynamic entertainment industry
through innovation, artistic vision, and cross-cultural collaboration.
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