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PROJECT TITLE: Unknown Face
COUNTRY/REGION | GENRE | LANGUAGE | RUNNING TIME:
Japan | Drama | Japanese | 100min

DIRECTOR:
Kusano Natsuka

PRODUCER:

Miyoshi Gohey

Anocha Suwichakornpong
Paul Mori

IDP GOALS:
Funds, Sales agents

FINANCING (USD)

Above-the-Line Production: USS$S35,000
Below-the-Line Production: US$123,000
Post Production: US$30,000

Other: US$27,000

TOTAL BUDGET: US$215,000
SECURED BUDGET: US$4,000

DIRECTOR’S FILMOGRAPHY
2018 Domains
2014 Antonym

ONE-SENTENCE SYNOPSIS

People's “immovable faces,” like Noh masks, counterpoint the uncertainties of the various
identities, memories, and experiences the characters carry, hinting at truths that remain
unspoken.

SYNOPSIS

When bisexual Eri and her partner Fumihiro encounter Nanae, the three fall into an unlikely
intimacy. As their bond deepens in ways that feel both natural and inexplicable, closeness
reveals what distance conceals—fragments of their pasts begin emerging. Then, without
warning, something shifts. Looking at one another, they find faces that have become strange,
illegible: expressions frozen and distant as Noh masks.



DIRECTOR'S STATEMENT

My previous features, Domains (2018) and Antonym (2014), explored changes in voice and
the interplay between actor and role. Around 2018, Noh and Bunraku captured my
attention—particularly the paradox of their characters’ faces. | wanted to investigate with
living actors what Noh masks and Bunraku puppets achieve: faces supposedly motionless yet
charged with mysterious emotion. Voice and face are inseparable, so directing “motionless
faces” felt like the logical next step, a deeper probe into the territory my earlier work had
opened.

DIRECTOR

Kusano Natsuka

Kusano Natsuka, born in 1985, Japan, is a filmmaker and scriptwriter. She graduated from the
Department of Literature of Tokai University, and completed the 12th Fiction Course at the
Film School of Tokyo in 2014. Antonym (2014) was her directorial debut. Her second feature
film, Domains (2018), was screened at International Film Festival Rotterdam and the
Yamagata International Documentary Film Festival, among others, and was voted Best
Japanese Film of 2019 by the British Film Institute (BFI).

PRODUCER

Miyoshi Gohey

Miyoshi Gohey is a producer based in Fukuoka. He produces a variety of projects involving
film, culture, and the arts. He has organised the Asian film screening and exchange project
“Asian Film Joint” since 2021. He also plans and produces cultural events with public art
museums and produces and appears on radio programs.

Anocha Suwichakornpong

Anocha Suwichakornpong is a Thai director, writer, and producer whose work is deeply
informed by Thailand’s socio-political histories. Her award-winning films have been presented
at Cannes, Rotterdam, and Locarno, among others. She is a professor at Columbia University,
founder of Electric Eel Films and co-director of Purin Pictures, a non-profit film fund for
Southeast Asian Cinema.

Paul Mori

Paul Mori is a film producer working with Electric Eel Films and others. His producing credits
include Anocha Suwichakornpong's Come Here (2021), Narrative (2025), and Tulapop
Saenjaroen's short film People on Sunday (2020), among many others. For the omnibus film
Mekong 2030 (2021), featuring five short films by notable Southeast Asian directors, he co-
directed the short film “The Line” with Anocha.

PRODUCTION COMPANY

Matataki Films GK

Matataki Films GK is a film production company established in Japan in 2025. It was co-
founded by Anocha Suwichakornpong, Miyoshi Gohey, and Paul Mori. The company handles
various projects, including film production.
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