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PROJECT TITLE: HIDARI
COUNTRY/REGION | GENRE | LANGUAGE | RUNNING TIME:
Japan | Animation, Drama | Japanese | 90min

DIRECTOR:
Kawamura Masashi
Ogawa lku

PRODUCER:
Matsumoto Noriko

IDP GOALS:
Funds

FINANCING (USD)

Above-the-Line Production: USS$3,500,000
Below-the-Line Production: US$10,000,000
Post Production: US$2,000,000

Other: US$1,000,000

TOTAL BUDGET: US$16,500,000
SECURED BUDGET: US$8,250,000

DIRECTOR’S FILMOGRAPHY
First Feature Director

ONE-SENTENCE SYNOPSIS
Cinematic stop-motion epic that tells the story of a legendary craftsman’s quest for revenge
and rebirth.

SYNOPSIS

In a wood-punk vision of Edo-era Japan, master carpenter Jingoro loses his loved ones and his
arm to a hidden political conspiracy. Left broken, he reforges himself through craft, discipline,
and pain. Armed with intricate karakuri prosthetics and accompanied by his loyal cat, Jingoro
sets out on a journey that pits handmade creation against mechanised power. As Edo teeters
on the edge of collapse, his personal vengeance becomes entangled with a larger struggle
over control, legacy, and truth. Battling mechanical soldiers and the ghosts of his past, Jingoro
must confront whether destruction can restore what was lost—or whether creation itself is
the ultimate act of resistance.



DIRECTOR'S STATEMENT

As a director, I’'m drawn to stop-motion because every movement carries the artist’s touch,
and its imperfections give it life. With HIDARI, | wanted to create something only possible in
this tangible medium, where materials, light, and texture give the story a physical soul. Wood,
central to Japanese culture, led me to the legend of Hidari Jingoro, a sculptor whose creations
seemed alive. Using wooden puppets, | blur the line between life and art, merging traditional
craft with the energy of Japanese Anime. In an age of instant images, HIDARI celebrates the
enduring power of the handmade.

DIRECTOR

Kawamura Masashi

Kawamura Masashi, also known as Masa, is a globally acclaimed creator in television and
advertising whose work spans genres and disciplines. He won Best Music Video Award at
Annecy for SOUR’s music video Hibi no neiro (2009) and has been named one of Creativity
magazine’s “Creative 50” and Fast Company’s “100 Most Creative People in Business.”

Ogawa lku

Iku is a stop-motion animation director and Tokyo University of the Arts graduate. A member
of dwarf studios since 2016, he was an Annie Award nominee for Netflix’s Pokémon Concierge
(2023). His works include the Rilakkuma series (2022) and NHK'’s Tiny Tales: Tsuna the Empty
Can (2009-22), and he is currently directing projects for a global character franchise.

PRODUCER

Matsumoto Noriko

Co-founder of dwarf studios, she has been a prominent figure in the Japanese stop-motion
industry. She began her career in TV commercials before moving to stop-motion with
Komaneko (2003) and Domo-kun (1998), later joining the founding of dwarf studios. In recent
years, she has helped position the studio as one of Japan’s first to collaborate with global
streamers, with the Netflix Rilakkuma series (2022) gaining wide acclaim. She focuses on
projects that integrate new talent and technologies, transcending traditional methods. Her
most prominent recent work is the short film Bottle George (2024).

PRODUCTION COMPANY

dwarf studios

The biggest stop-motion animation studio in Japan, with over 20 years of history in making
exceptional animation contents and IPs. The studio has produced numerous contents,
including NHK's character "Domo-kun," Netflix's Rilakkuma series (2022, nominated for both
Annie Award and Emmys), as well as Pokémon Concierge (2023, nominated for an Annie
Award), which has attracted global attention. Their latest short film Bottle George (2024),
directed by former Pixar director Dice Tsutsumi, was shortlisted for the Oscars 2025.



FO1

EEHE] © HIDARI
Bx/ME | T | &5 | R
HA | &2 BIE | HEE | 90 778

B -
JIFTEE]

NIE

BB %A
PARES T

S0P BAR :

BEEE

TEE M (E5T)

48 HELYE © USS$3,500,000
4% NEL{E © US$10,000,000
1% HA%LE @ US$2,000,000
At US$1,000,0000

FUYE4ETEE * USS16,500,000
EE A& S USS8,250,000

ZHBER
ELZE U=

S A
—HREE R R R E AR B Sy o sl — (e LIRS S A ATHRER -

LYE YN

BB T RERRER ) BT RA . AKEAEELRNR— 5/ EUakEE » KX T
BERAE - NEREIRAE - iR sEsk B E C - SEEH TSRS HIE =
B Bl —ERAEE BAEAR - WIS C D Br e B - BRI FERERRAE - AYEL
NENZ e NERAIRES] ~ (FURELEAT 2 5 - I B B E KB - el 8
FORGE S HAE(E AT ? {ISEIEARS AR i A IR ?

ZE R

WZFLla sz e rsghER S BN AEHPE—EEIE - F—IHEm - AR ERIEEH
EREERHIREES - APEEA e a e Fan A Edr - (HIDARI) 22— HRE LUSTRE ARl
I ERAEL——BEAM « e BEH > Il T E R IEAE R - A2 H AR
AVEE G - 5 [SAEE AT LT /& AL EBAVEER « s s ORI E Y E R - 38
AREER " Azan ) B T AIPE ) ZREIAYSRAR o SRR S i 0 A B ERE BRI -



ZEH

JINEE]

BIfEfRIS B 5 5 » SR BERRIE e BEE - o DI%EX SOUR /Y MV (Hibi no
neiro) fEZHEIEEIE R S 4ER R 4% > JRABE (Creativity) Fiat " EAIEA T A
Fe (Fast Company) ¥t " 2R EAIEH A, -

/NIE

Ry ERSEE A - BRI - 2016 FEE(ERK dwarf studios < & DL Netflix (&
ARG EEL) (2023) AEZAYedE o (CRIEERE (FRIAE) &51 (2022) K NHK &3
£iiH (Tiny Tales: Tsuna the Empty Can) (2009-22) - HEJIEIETZ(E2Ek A L iEIE
H Y -

ER WA

AL T

dwarf studios Bt IR - & HAERBIE Y ohE 2 — - IEOIERBHEBREEHE > &
e REiE S - 28 (AHESE) (2003) 81 NHK #75 (Domo #) (1998) ZEAIE -
AI1Z dwarf studios RECIHEREIRE(E - (EZ AR R EITT AZIRSEFEryHA
a2 —  HARMFEEAE Netflix Z7EdL (RRER) 251 (2022) - ATEEFIEREE

BRI R TS SR - ATHYRFRIERAE A (Bottle George) (2024) -
BUHEAE]

dwarf studios

HA G AR E R ENER A B E 20 FFEIEE S - H 2006 JILLCHEE

arElfE NHK & (Domo H) (1998) -~ Netflix #HEHIHY (FATAR) #51 (2022 - AE%

WRHSEASISES ) B [ R BRRIENY (B AIESEE) (2023 ABZMREE) - BfEs
(Bottle George) (2024) HFif fEEIEEE A/ - ATE 2025 BITRigEEE LR 1)

B -



