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PROJECT TITLE: Tooth and Tales
COUNTRY/REGION | GENRE | LANGUAGE | RUNNING TIME:
Mainland China, Hong Kong | Animation | Putonghua | 100min

DIRECTOR:
Lei Lei

PRODUCER:
Isabelle Glachant
Pi San

IDP GOALS:
Funds, Co-producers, Sales agents, Pre-sales

FINANCING (USD)

Above-the-Line Production: US$333,000
Below-the-Line Production: US$371,000
Post Production: US$178,000

Other: US$167,000

TOTAL BUDGET: US$1,049,000
SECURED BUDGET: US$153,000

DIRECTOR’S FILMOGRAPHY
2022 Silver Bird and Rainbow Fish
2019 Breathless Animals

ONE-SENTENCE SYNOPSIS

In a world where a good story can heal, a little boy sets out on a journey for the remedy tale

to cure his toothache...

SYNOPSIS

One night, as a little boy is desperate to ease his toothache, he seeks help from friends and
family. It is said that the only dentist in their city could cure his patient's pain simply by telling
stories. But this dentist vanished years ago, and since then none of the town folks’ toothaches
have been cured. The little boy, determined to find the story that can save him from the pain,

ventures into the city looking for the best storytellers.



DIRECTOR'S STATEMENT

At seven or eight, | had a strange, screw-shaped tooth in the middle of my upper jaw. It was
so painful that | had to have it removed. This experience inspired the film. I'll transform the
memory of that dental pain into fairy tales while exploring what makes a good story: Must
healing stories be grounded in truth and unforgettable experience? How do different forms
of media, from cinema and TV to VR games and dreams, reshape narratives? And in the age
of artificial intelligence, can machines learn to tell meaningful tales? Ultimately, we may find
that storytelling is both a remedy for pain and a meaningful expression of love.

DIRECTOR

Lei Lei

Lei Lei is an animation artist with a master's in Animation from Tsinghua University. His award-
winning shorts include This is Love (2010) and Recycled (2013). He has taught at CalArts since
2017. His documentary Breathless Animals (2019) premiered at the Berlinale Forum; his
feature Silver Bird and Rainbow Fish (2022) debuted at International Film Festival Rotterdam,
later screening in Annecy, Goteborg, and Hong Kong. His latest shorts, Re-engraved (2024)
and Break no.1 & Break no.2 (2024), were selected for New York Film Festival and Rotterdam
respectively.

PRODUCER

Isabelle Glachant

Isabelle Glachant began her career producing Wang Xiaoshuai’s Shanghai Dreams (2005),
which won Jury Prize at Cannes, and later his 11 Flowers (2011), the first official Sino-French
co-production. She founded production companies Chinese Shadows and Shasha & Co,
producing acclaimed works including Mouly Surya’s Perang Kota (2025) and Marlina the
Murderer in Four Acts (2017). A Knight of the Order of Arts and Letters, she works exclusively
with Asian directors.

Pi San

Pi San is a leading Chinese animation director and producer, renowned for the series Miss
Puff (2018). He founded the Topu International Animation Week, initiated the China
Independent Animated Film Forum, and remains a prominent force that shapes China's
independent animation landscape.

PRODUCTION COMPANY

Chinese Shadows

A Hong Kong based production company, Chinese Shadows represents the new generations
of Asian directors by introducing their work to the world and produces Asian films with an
international reach. Since its creation in 2008, the company has been involved in the
production with some of the most talented Chinese directors, including Wang Xiaoshuai, Lou
Ye, Lu Chuan, Li Yu, Lei Lei, etc. The current line-up includes upcoming projects by Iranian
female director Dornaz Hajiha; Chinese new talents Lei Lei and Gao Yuan; and Indonesian
helmer Eddie Cahyono.
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