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PROJECT TITLE: Sentinel
COUNTRY/REGION | GENRE | LANGUAGE | RUNNING TIME:
The Philippines | Animation | English | 100min

DIRECTOR:
Carl Joseph E. Papa

PRODUCER:
Geo Lomuntad

IDP GOALS:
Funds, Co-producers, Sales agents, Pre-sales

FINANCING (USD)

Above-the-Line Production: US$295,000
Below-the-Line Production: US$449,000
Post Production: US$115,000

Other: US$105,000

TOTAL BUDGET: US$964,000
SECURED BUDGET: US$113,000

DIRECTOR’S FILMOGRAPHY

2023 Iti Mapukpukaw (also known as “The Missing”)
2018 Paglisan (also known as “The Leaving”)

2015 Manang Biring

ONE-SENTENCE SYNOPSIS

Five interconnected lives—a transferee, his classmate, the editor-in-chief, an upperclassman,
and the principal — grapple with fears and loyalties when a student newspaper article
threatens to expose the school’s long-buried dark secrets.

SYNOPSIS

In 2001, outside Manila, five intertwined lives—a transferee, his classmate, the editor-in-
chief, an upperclassman, and the principal — collide when a student newspaper article
exposes violence in a school’s military training program. Johan’s report sparks chaos: his
injured friend Omer denies involvement, fearing Commandant Martin, whose charm hides
brutality. Martin’s girlfriend, editor-in-chief Chesca, must choose between truth and loyalty,
while Principal Maria Pesigan—Omer’s mother—protects the school’s reputation. A month
before graduation, a dead student is found. Sentinel is an animated multi-POV drama about
silence, power, and survival, asking: is speaking up worth the price of someone’s life?
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DIRECTOR'S STATEMENT

| transferred to a new high school during my junior year. | made friends, only to uncover a
darker side of the school. After witnessing abuse of power, | spoke out and became an
outsider. Sentinel draws inspiration from my previous film, The Missing (2023), exploring the
courage to confront injustice. Animation allows us to face violence’s realities through art.
Sentinel examines physical, systemic, psychological brutality by blending the real and surreal
to provoke reflection and challenge silence. More than a story, it’s a call to action: in a world
of fear, courage is the only choice.

DIRECTOR

Carl Joseph E. Papa

Carl Papa is a software engineer by profession but is a natural storyteller. His films have been
recognised in the Philippines and abroad, including Annecy International Animation Festival,
Palm Springs International Film Festival, International Film Festival Rotterdam, Animator Film
Festival, NETPAC, BIFAN, and Asia Pacific Screen Awards. His most recent film, The Missing
(2023), made history as the first animated film to represent the Philippines to compete for
Best International Feature Film at the Academy Awards. The Missing (2023) also won Best
Animated Film at the Asia Pacific Screen Awards in 2024.

PRODUCER

Geo Lomuntad

Geo Lomuntad is a Filipino producer and alumnus of Talents Tokyo, Busan AFiS, Full Circle
Lab, Rotterdam Lab, and Berlinale Talents. His short film /| Get So Sad Sometimes (2021) won
Best Short Film at QCinema International Film Festival and later screened at Inside Out and
Queer East Film Festival. His first produced feature, The Missing (2023), won Best Animated
Film at the Asia Pacific Screen Awards and was the Philippines’ submission to the 96th
Academy Awards for Best International Feature Film. In 2025, his other producing credit,
Sunshine (2024) premiered in Toronto and won the Crystal Bear in Berlin.

PRODUCTION COMPANY

Super!

Super! is a Manila-based production company founded by producer Geo Lomuntad, producer
of The Missing (2023) — the Philippines’ submission to the 96th Oscars, Best Film at
International Animated Film Festival Animator 2024, and winner of the Asia Pacific Screen
Award for Best Animated Film—and Sunshine (2024), which premiered in Toronto and won
the Crystal Bear at Berlin International Film Festival 2025. Super! is developing Sentinel,
selected for CineMart and Berlinale Talent Project Market 2025, and Pay the Bill (in
development), the new project of Tribeca 2024 winner Assel Aushakimova.
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