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PROJECT TITLE: Fish Ball
COUNTRY/REGION | GENRE | LANGUAGE | RUNNING TIME:
South Korea | Animation | Korean, English | 120min

DIRECTOR:
Jhun Yong-Duk

PRODUCER:
Rhee Han-Dae
Chen Xiayan

IDP GOALS:
Funds, Co-producers

FINANCING (USD)

Above-the-Line Production: USS$3,500,000
Below-the-Line Production: US$3,500,000
Post Production: USSO

Other: USSO

TOTAL BUDGET: US$7,000,000
SECURED BUDGET: USS$300,000

DIRECTOR’S FILMOGRAPHY
2024 The Tiger’s Apprentice (co-director)

ONE-SENTENCE SYNOPSIS
A cursed war genius is reborn as a sardine. To atone for his sins, he leads a fish army against
predators in a tactical underwater epic.

SYNOPSIS

Once a ruthless general, Jin-Gu dies and awakens as a sardine—retaining his human mind.
Trapped among the weakest of creatures, he applies military strategy to transform the
defensive “Fish Ball” formation into an organised army. As he leads his kind against sharks
and seagulls, he confronts the guilt of his past life and vows to protect every comrade.
Through sacrifice and redemption, he guides the sardines toward survival and freedom
beneath the sea.

DIRECTOR'S STATEMENT

Fish Ball is a parable of redemption and awakening. | aim to portray war as choreography—
turning group movement and rhythm into visual poetry. The film’s underwater space will
merge light, flow, and sound into one cinematic language, where every ripple carries emotion.
It is not about human conflict, but about the struggle of life itself—how even the smallest
beings can rise, unite, and find meaning through courage and sacrifice.



DIRECTOR

Jhun Yong-Duk

A graduate of the School of Visual Arts (NYC), Jhun worked at DreamWorks on franchises such
as Shrek and Kung Fu Panda as a lead layout and cinematography artist. He later served as co-
director on The Tiger’s Apprentice (2024) and layout director for Vivo (2021). Recognised for
his mastery of cinematic rhythm and visual storytelling, he represents a new generation of
Korean creators active in global animation.

PRODUCER

Rhee Han-Dae

CEO of CocoaVision as well as Sidus and the youngest executive since the establishment of KT
Group. Produced acclaimed titles such as S Line (2025) , 6/45 (2022), Time to Hunt (2020), The
Vanished (2018), and Tazza: The Hidden Card (2014). 6/45 (2022) became the highest-
grossing Korean film in Vietnam, while S Line (2025) won Best Music at Canneseries.

Chen Xiayan

Chen Xiayan built a career at leading Korean companies including the production house Sidus,
the distributor Megabox, and CJ ENM. As a development and production producer, Chen
contributed to notable projects such as the Korean drama Queen Woo (2024), the Chinese
film Sunny Sisters (2021), and the Korean film The Vanished (2018).

PRODUCTION COMPANY

CocoaVision & AlOI Studios

CocoaVision, a Sidus affiliate, partners with AlOI Studios, a 150-artist international VFX and
3D animation studio co-founded in Vietnam. The companies specialise in full pipeline
animation production—creature design, lighting, FX, and compositing—serving top Asian film
studios. Their goal is to bring Korean storytelling and Asian aesthetics to global audiences
through cinematic animation.
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