Stoma 2020 / 2K / color / 99 min / Hong Kong, China, Switzerland

Synposis

A rare cancer forces Lim, an up and coming Hong Kong photographer, to brave his
journey to Switzerland for a risky life-saving operation. While staying with his reluctant
brother, he re-ignites a passionate and turbulent affair with an old flame, his first lover, a
reckless banker. Quickly abandoned by his brother and lover after his operation failure,
he alone fights for his survival, with a stoma fitted to his waist, searching a reason to live
on.

* STOMA is an artificial surgically created opening in the abdomen to replace the function
of an anus.

Director’s statement
“Doctor, | need my anus back, | can't live with a stoma, | am gay, please.”

It was 2014 when Julian and | were sitting by an outdoor cafe in London discussing the
film. “Kit, just help me deliver the baby, treat it as somebody’s story.” Julian told me. That
was the moment | knew | had to get it done. Julian told me that this film was the
entanglement of two separate experiences of his, happening in different time and space
- his cancer fighting story, and his indulging yet indistinct relationship with “Andrea”. The
above line from Lim might well state how the result of a medical procedure, a stoma, has
ruined a queer life, although it is considered the only way to survive. The existence of a
stoma means the inability to enjoy gay sex. In Julian’s case, it was also the haunting of a
surgical failure - the return of cancerous cells. The stoma, apart from being the result of
a medical procedure, is also an object which keeps reminding Lim of the struggle between
survival and the pleasure of living.

| hope the film “Stoma” can open a window for us to hear the voices of the marginalized
queer community. In Sinophone culture, we don'’t like to talk about “illness”, especially
“cancer”. Together with the taboo in sex and homosexuality, the story of a gay cancer
survivor is almost invisible in society. While we continue to celebrate the mainstream,
bright and sunny homonormative values in the queer community, “Stoma” seeks to
explore the feelings and presents the journey of a queer cancer fighter: while intimacy
and relationship are still hard to develop, the internalized homophobia that is inside us
due to a long social suppression, plus the presence of a chronic illness (as a curse in the
film), seems to have further muted us from reaching out. | hope “Stoma” can connect
these silences and let the inner voices of the marginalized be heard.

To end this director’s statement, | would like to use a quote Julian during the coffee
conversation. It is from the song “White Flag” by Dido, which might well explain to us the
ending and life philosophy of Lim.



‘I won't put my hands up and surrender, there will be no white flag above my door, I'm
in love and always will be.”

Thank you, Julian.

Kit Hung

Writer/Director/Producer
Soundless Wind Chime (2009)

Kit Hung graduated with an M.F.A. from the Department of Film, Video and New

Media, School of the Art Institute of Chicago. Lecturer of the Academy of film, Hong Kong
Baptist University. His films have won numerous international awards and were screened
at over 120 international film festivals. His debut feature Soundless Wind Chime was one
of the 3 finalists nominated for the Teddy Award at the Berlin International Film Festival,
released in more than 16 countries in 6 languages. He is currently a research student in
the department of Media and Communication in the Goldsmiths College, University of
London, UK. Stoma written by Julian Lee, is Kit Hung's second feature.

Julian Lee is a writer-director with over sixteen books published including four long

novels and three story collections. He has successfully adapted two of his long novels THE
ACCIDENT & NIGHT CORRIDOR into feature film. After the success of his first feature THE
ACCIDENT, he was then awarded a film grant from the Hong Kong Arts Development
Council in 2001 to turn his suspense novel NIGHT CORRIDOR into cinema, which
becomes one of the 10 best local film in 2003. It is official selection in Hong Kong
International Film Festival and 17 worldwide film festivals in competition, including
Korea's Puchon Film Festival. The film has also won two nominations in Golden Horse
Award (Chinese Oscar) including best actor and supporting actress and wins a best
supporting actress award in China Film Media Award. www.cinemasie.com quotes that
“ with NIGHT CORRIDOR the name of Julian Lee becomes immediately a name to
remember for those who likes strange, stylish movie. With the darkness and visual style
of NIGHT CORRIDOR, this movie just stands up as being the best example of what the
Hong Kong independent cinema can offer’

Among the short novels he published in Ming Pao Daily newspaper, one of them inspired
Wong Kar Wai to make HAPPY TOGETHER in Buenos Aires and he took up his offer as
his photographer during the filmmaking in 1996.

His film projects PAPA IS A ROLLING STONE is featured in Hong Kong Film Finance Forum
( HAF) and with STOMA in 2010 Pusan Promotion Plan. He is diagnosed with a rare cancer
at the end of 2007 which forces him to adjourn his filming career. Inspired by his first
personal account on his battle for survival, he published his novel STOMA and is



launching it into a film.
Filmography:
THE ACCIDENT 1999

NIGHT CORRIDOR 2003

STOMA Credits:

In memory of Julian Lee

VENTURE SEEKER (Hong Kong)
ATRIO MEDIA (Beijing)

KALLIOPEIA PRODUCTIONS (Zurich)
PINHOLE FILMS (Hong Kong)

Jointly present

a PINHOLE FILMS, KALLIOPEIA PRODUCTIONS and DECOY COLLECTIVE joint production
a film by Kit Hung

Story by Julian Lee

Starring: Sing Lam, Stefan Kollmuss

Also Starring: Derek Tsang, Chan Wai Man
Executive Producers: Eric Siu, Sun Ning
Producers: Chow Keung, Liliane Ott
Director: Kit Hung

Screenwriters: Julian Lee, Kit Hung
Cinematography: Raquel Ferndndez

Art Director: Lau Yuet Nam

Editors: Kit Hung, Nose Chan

Music Composers: Hans Au Lok Hang, Claudio Puntin

Producer’s contact: Mr. Chow Keung chowkeung@yahoo.com
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